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Impression of the State of Florida’s transparency and thoroughness in revealing finance and budget accountability
Finance spending and disclosure are essential public accountability mechanism and a lack of access to such information can make for sceptical debates on misuse of state funds. Proper budgeting of State money is critical to informed decision making that should be focused on bringing about developments and finishing the work it was appropriated. 
The websites visited for the purpose of this assignment are hosted on this website http://floridasunshine.gov/. The available websites provide detailed financial-related information that clearly illustrate how the State of Florida ensure that budget requirements are met. Looking at the Transparency Florida website you’d notice that the website provides all current financial information for the operating budget as well as daily expenditures remitted to state agencies. The information is update daily probably fortnight to ensure that all expenditures are tracked and made available to the public. 
By visiting this link http://transparencyflorida.gov/OperatingBudget/Agency.aspx?FY=21 the public could see how the budget is broken down and this ensures high level of transparency and thoroughness in revealing how tax payers money will be spent. Financial reports are also made available just to show how the money allocated in the budget was used and this increases State’s accountability. 
Forthcoming Public Project and how it will be funded
The Florida Department of Transportation have set aside $2.1 billion to help finish 10 road projects. Also, it needs to fund the expansion of a 21-mile interstate road running across Orange and Seminole Counties. The Department have budgeted $2.3 billion for the completion of this project. Some of the measures the department has put in place is accountability measures. The agency has established different phases in which the project will be commenced and has provided a budget for each phase. The money will be allocated in phases just to ensure the money allocated in each phase is properly used. 
Because the project is an interstate, it will be funded by grants from the national government. The Department of Transportation will be accountable to the citizenry by ensuring that all the money made available for the project are used as planned. It is expected to provide a budget and financial reports showing how the money was spent. 
Florida’s Department of Transportation has an established plan that documents the agency goals and objectives. In the plan, it has outlined a variety of strategies it will use to carry out the various activities that will help complete all its forthcoming projects. For all its projects, the department promised in its 2018 program plan that it will always be committed to reviewing its project’s cash balances as well as financial plans just to check and find whether or not the money allocated to various projects is used as expected and planned (Florida Department of Transportation, 2019). Also, it promised to make the reports public as a way of showing its accountability of the money it is entrusted. 
Checking cash balances may not be as effective as tracking project expenditures. If at all DOT is planning to show its accountability, the it must start by tracking all project expenditures, may it be on daily basis, weekly, or monthly. This way it will be able to measure its outcome and ensure that money is not diverted to other things or even ensure that it stays on budget. According to Igbara et al (2016), one of the factors that make a project fail is lack of proper budget appropriation. With this understanding, DOT has already declared its plan for adopting the appropriated budget and ensuring that everything accounted for is achieved. 
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